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Factors Affecting Rice Community Center’s Strength: A Study From Ban Na
Chum, Sra Saming Sub-District, Warin Chamrap District,
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Abstract

The purposes of this research were to study 1) economic and social conditions of members of
the rice community center 2) rice community center’s members’ basic knowledge of rice seed
production processes 3) state of Ban Na Chum’s rice community center’s operation 4) factors
supporting the strength of the rice community center.

Population studied was the committee members of the Ban Na Chum rice community center.
Twenty people were selected specifically to be samples, and seven people associated with the
community center were selected randomly. Information was collected by structuralized interview and
group meetings. Contents of qualitative data were analyzed, and quantitative data were calculated for
frequency, percentage, average, maximum, minimum and standard deviation.

Results showed that 1) most members were female aged 44-72 years old, with an average of
55 years old. Most finished 4™-6" grade. The main income for these members was growing rice, with
additional income from growing other crops, raising animals and trading. Some members were
appointed to communal positions including village chief and committees. Apart from joining the
center, members also participated in other organizations. The average area for growing rice was 26.90
rai (4.3 ha), with an average of 3 labors from the family, and 7 hired. The rice fields were sandy soil
plain. The average income was 246,160 baht, and the average expense was 135,500 baht. 2) Basic
knowledge pertaining to rice seed production processes, from before and during growing, harvest and
post harvest, of the center’s members was considered to be good to very good. 3) The center’s
operation starts from gathering money from members and production funds supported by the
Department of Agricultural Extension. Committee members were elected for the 7 divisions:
administration, finance, seed production, quality assurance, distribution, raw material search and
welfare. Responsibilities were given to the committee members and codes of conduct clarified. Plans
were made and carried out. There were meetings every 3 months. Networks were coordinated. There
were good rice field arrangements. Rice seeds passed standards. There was an increase in circulating
funds. Members could loan with 5% interest per year, and there were dividends. 4) Factors affecting
the strength of the rice community center were internal factors: members, committee members,
administrative system, rice field arrangements and learning, and external factors: natural disasters,
production factors,machinery,labor-saving devices, supporting agencies and the market system.

Keywords: Factors affecting rice community center’s strength, Ban Na Chum Rice Community
Center
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